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JAMES WELCH TO SPEAK AT FRIENDS OF 
MANSFIELD LIBRARY BANQUET AT UM
MISSOULA—
Novelist and poet James Welch will be the principal speaker Thursday,
April 21, at the annual spring banquet of the Friends of the University of 
Montana Mansfield Library.
Tickets are $9.50. Reservations may be made by calling the University 
of Montana Library, 243-6800. The banquet begins at 6:30 p.m.
Also on the program will be introduction of Victor artist Joseph 
Thornburgh (pronounced Thorn-BROO), whose acrylic "Meadowlark and Bitterroot" 
is the 1983 Once Upon a Time print selection. The signed prints will be sold 
by the Friends of the Library as a fund-raising venture.
Also scheduled will be presentation of the 1983 H.G. Merriam Award for 
Distinguished Contributions to Montana Literature.
Welch, a Missoula resident who is now visiting professor of Indian Studies 
and English at the University of Washington, will speak about his writing and 
will read from his work-in-progress, a non-fiction book about Montana Indians. 
His remarks are titled "Blackfeet Country."
Of Blackfeet and Gros Ventre heritage, Welch was born in Browning and 
spent his childhood in northern Montana. He studied under the late Richard 
Hugo at the UM, and has since become recognized as one of America's most 
respected young novelists and poets. His books include "Riding the Earth- 
Boy 40," a collection of poems, and two novels, "Winter in the Blood" and 
"The Death of Jim Loney."
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The Friends of the Mansfield Library is a non-profit organization devoted 
to supporting the Mansfield Library. The group’s annual banquet is held 
every spring during National Library Week.
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